
Natural Things 

This is a new competition category for the 2017-18 season.  Natural Things images principally depict 

subjects found in a natural environment but may also include minor evidence of man-made objects or 

human civilization. This category has been added to our club competitions in order to celebrate the 

beauty of nature in all its forms, irrespective of the influence of humans. Photographs of human subjects 

themselves should continue to be considered Pictorial. 

Just as with the Nature category, Natural Things images must follow the definition of Digital Realism (an 

image that the viewer would see as reality). However Natural Things images may be moderately post 

processed in order to eliminate distracting influences, to focus blend, to correct colour balance and 

saturation or other minor alterations. No filters or textures can be applied and sharpening must appear 

natural. 

HDR, slow shutter speeds and monochrome are acceptable provided the effect is realistic. 

Just as with Nature, the accurate record of the natural subject is the primary objective; however every 

effort should be made to use the highest level of artistic skill. Zoo, game farm, butterfly conservatory 

specimens or studio photography of the subject is an ACCEPTABLE alternative as long as it is not 

certified as wildlife and the subject is depicted in a natural habitat. 

A good Natural Things photograph strikes a balance of aesthetic appeal and authenticity. The goal is to 

record and to teach. The most effective method is through an image that tells a nature story. Normally 

the story telling value of the image will be given more weight that the pictorial quality. 

Images of cultivated plants, domesticated and/or controlled specimens are ACCEPTABLE in this category 

provided the natural subject(s) is living. The cloning or compositing of content is not acceptable.  Digital 

enhancements that alter the truth are also ineligible.   

 


