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Message f rom the  W orkshop Chair  
Bob Warren  

 

 
 

On February 12, 2011, noted professional photographer Max Skwarna conducted a Portraiture 

workshop for members of the Mississauga Camera Club.  

 

There were over 40 members in attendance, along with guests, 

models and family.  In addition to the gear that M ax brought with 

him, m any membe rs brought their own photographic equipment  to 

this workshop,  with the result that the Lucy R oom at the Cawthra 

Seniorsô Centre resembled a professional photo studio.  

 

Over 10 shooting centres  were set up around the room, with  

cameras, tripods, lights, backdrops , and of course, models and 

special lenses. Throughout the morning, Max circulated from centre 

to centre, offering his expert instructions on portrait photography.  

The result of this was that many members of the MCC now have 

valuable and powerful tools to use in their photography.  Max spared 

no effort in sharing his many years of experience ï as he moved around from group to group, he 

taught shooting angles, lighting intensity, aperture and shutter speed, depth of field. He also worked 

on positioning the models: head and arm angles, hand placement, 

facial expressions, and posture.   

 

Addition ally , in the collegial atmosphere that our club is noted for, 

many attendees shared amongst themselves valuable information  

about gear,  photography sites on the web, and tips for special 

pricing and selected locations.  

 

This workshop was one of 11 workshops that the MCC is offering 

this year to its members and to those on the wait list.  

 

Consult the MCC website for more information. Go to: Member I nformation > Workshops > 2010/2011 

Season.   
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The picture of Judy and me was posed and shot by Max on my 

camera. He had me fold my arms, then put Judy's arm on my 

shoulder and lean in and bend down ("so that our noses were 

in the same plane").  That was a great workshop, Bob!  

Craig.  

 

 

 

Images contributed by Craig Stuart  

 
 

Cover Image   
Leonie Holmes  

 
I was in Rattlesnake Point last fall looking for photographic 

subjects. It was late in the season and most of the color had 

disappeared. I was getting bored and planned to go elsewhere 

when I saw some trees in a clearing. I looked in and was 

surprised to s ee a forest there. I had been to Rattlesnake many 

times over the years and never realized that there was much 

more to this place than I realized.  

 

I went in and started photographing the many trees. For this 

image I was fascinated by the pattern of the tree s. The layout of 

them was great with one tree in the centre and others to the left and right forming a very nice 

composition.  

 

I used B&W Styler for the monochrome conversion and Photoshop CS5 to do the usual sharpening and 

cropping etc. I finished with the  texture filter and a border.  

 

Wendy  Bailie, Print Competition Chair adds:  

All three judges were very impressed with Leonie's print. One judge said that he has tried for many 

years to achieve such a image. He mentioned that many photographers would love to be able to 

capture such an image.  

 

2nd  Place ï 2n d Competition  20 10 -201 1 Category: Prints  Level Two  -  B&W Pictorial  
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Creat ing  a Slide Show  using  ProShow  
David Penty  

 

GENERAL 

Do not include your name éeither on the title or 

credits if the show is intended for a competition .  

Start the show with a 5 second black slide (create 

a new document in your photo editor and fill it 

with blac k)  

When you have finished the show, viewed it in 

the preview window  and are satisfied with it, you 

are ready to create an executable file. Up to this 

point the software has just set pointers to the 

images and not pulled the whole thing together 

into a s ingle file with the musicé this process is 

called rendering and the final product is a self 

executing file that is initiated by simply clicking it. 

This is what is needed for presentation at the club 

and the 5 second black image allows the 

presenter to tur n on the projector during the 5 

seconds of black silence.  

PROSHOW GOLD  

From the main menu select Create and  then  

Create Output and then  PC Executable  

 

This brings up a dialogue box called Create 

Executable ;  there are three submenus on the 

left hand si de of the screen  

Open the dialogue box for Menus   

A dialogue box comes up called Menus ;  click on 

No Menus  and ignore the rest of the options  

 

Open the dialogue box for Shows   

Included shows needs to list your show and this is 

done under Selected Show   

Click on Set Menu Title  and enter the title of the 

show  

 

Click on Set Show Thumbnail and select a slide 

from show, usually the title slide  

Hit Apply Selected Slide  

 

Hit  Done  

 

Do not tick on Include Intro Show  as th is 

adds the photodex  banner.  

 

Open the d ialogue box called Output Options   

Executable startup :  

 

Window size : input the standard size you have 

selected for the show ï for example 1024 by 768  

Tick  Start executable maximized  

 

Image Size ;  check this and input your standard 

size as above  

Do not cl ick loop show   

Quality/Performance Settings  

Check Rendering   and enter the standard size of 

your images  

Check Resizing  and enter the standard size of 

your images  

Image quality   put this to 100 %  

Video output quality ; select high  for both 

resolution and quality  

  

Audio Output Quality ; select high  quality   

Protection  Do not enter anything here  

 

You are now ready to create the executable file  

Click create  

  

A Save Executable File  dialogue box will open; 

browse to find the location where you have 

created the project file folder for the show and 

enter a file name in the File Name box  

 

For Save as type  select Executable File   

Click on Save and it will create the executable 

file.  

 

To create the CD for transmission to the club 

computer, simply copy this file from  your hard 

drive to a CD. Be sure to test this file to ensure 

that the show opens with a 5 second black slide, 

full screen, no menu, no banner.  

 

Note:  Different versions of this software may 

have slightly different places for these rendering 

controls but  you will probably be able to find the 

key controls to allow smooth opening of a show.  
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The Best Of Our Best  
Each year the Club awards 8 trophies  to members who have distinguished themselves by being the 

best in either their class or in one of the 5 competition categories.   In this feature we profile  one  trophy 

winner  in the 200 9-20 10  season.  

 

Digital Beginner  Trop hy : Jon Clarke  
 

KLIK:  What was the first camera you ever used? What equipment do you use now?  

Jon : I am not sure I can remember my first cameraé probably a Kodak Instamatic. (Remember flash 

cubes?).  My last film camera was a Canon AE1, but these days I am a Nikon shooter.  I have 2 bodies: 

a D300 and a D70, and bunch of lenses: Nikon 24 -70 f/2.8, Nikon  70 -200 f/2.8 and Tokina 11 -16 f/2.8 

are the three I use most.  I also have a Panasonic micro 4/3 camera that I take when the Nikons are 

too heavy ï like skating on the Rideau Canal!  

 

KLIK: Has digital photography made you a more creative photographer or do you miss the 

good old days of film? How important is the ódigital darkroomô in preparing your final image?  

Jon : Digital has definitely rejuvenated the photographer in me!  I have found t hat I can learn so much 

faster ï without the time and expense of processing and printing.  I can make mistakes much faster 

now, and see the results immediately.  I also have a lot of fun with Lightroom and Photoshop.  I am 

not a Photoshop master by any mea ns, but I am getting better all the time!  

 

KLIK: Since when have you been a member of the MCC? How has t he Club helped you 

develop your skills and techniques as well as passion for photography?  

Jon : This is my second year as a member of the MCC.  I draw a lot of inspiration from looking at other 

photographerôs work and really enjoy the meetings where we have an invited speaker come in to 

present their work.  I also appreciate the incredible skill and creativity I see presented by our own 

members during competitions.  The competitions are fun, and it gives me an idea of what other people 

(judges) look for in a photograph.   

 

KLIK: What is your preferred area of work?  Why?  

Jon : When it comes to photography, I have sev eral areas of interest.  I have heard that it is important 

to find your own ñstyleò and work to perfect it, but I really like to photograph a lot of different things: 

Sports, nature, wildlife, architecture etc., etc.  I heard Canadian photographer Christia n Bogner 

speaking once about ñPhotographic Cross-trainingò, and he was encouraging people to try lots of 

different types of photograph, because as you gain skill in one area, it can improve and influence your 

work in other areas.  I guess I have taken this  to heart, because I am always looking for new subjects 

and new styles to work on!  

 

KLIK: Do you have a favourite location for outdoor work? Why and how often do you go 

there? Tell us about a memorable trip you made.  

Jon : Most weekends from May -September I am shooting canoe/kayak regattas, so you will find me at 

the side of some racecourse in Ontario, Quebec or Nova Scotia.  My 3 children all compete, so it was a 

natural for me to become the ñunofficial photographer of Canoe/Kayak Canadaò.  I started posting my 

photos on Facebook, so the athletes could see them easily.  I have quite a large ñfriend listò now ï 

athletes like to see photos of the mselves competing!  I also try to have a camera with me on business 

trips, and have been fortunate to be able to shoot in many amazing places.  My favourites would have 

to be BC, Florida, Arizona, California, Antigua, Spain and South Africa.  

 

KLIK: What advice would you give to a member of t he club who aspires to take pictures 

similar to yours?  

Jon : Well first of all, you should always have a camera with you! Even if itôs only a cell phone cam!  

ñYou canôt call yourself a photographer if you arenôt carrying a camera!ò   
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I really think you need to take images that fit your own eye and your own artistic style.  There  are so 

many sources of inspiration that can be found on the internet ï for example, I find inspiration on photo 

sharing sites like Flickr and 1X.com, as well as various photo blogs, like Joe McNally and Moose 

Peterson.  

I also think it is important to ent er the MCC competitions ï it gives you a good perspective on your 

photography to hear what the ñexpertsò think.   I donôt always agree with the judges comments, but it 

is a great learning tool!  
 

 
 

 
 

Antigua Sunset  

Taken at St.James  Club in Antigua while we were there on vacation. A bit of flash was used to open up 

the shadows on the building. Minimal post processing done in Photoshop.   

 

Camera: D-300 with Tokina 11 -16mm f/2.8 lens. Focal length: 11 mm  Aperture: F/8  Shutter: 1/160 

sec Exposure Comp: -1/3 stop  ISO -200  

 

Honourable Mention  Salon Competitio n 2009 -2010  Category: Beginner Digital -  Pictorial  
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Canoe Frame Breakout  

The real story on this is the post processing, of courseé The image was chosen for the dramatic pose, 

and good sharpness . I wanted it to look like she was ñbreaking outò of the photo. I also had to open up 

the shadows on her face, as the sun was very harsh at that time of day and her face was deep in 

shadow.  

Camera: D-300 with Nikon 7 0-200 f/2.8 lens with 1.7x Teleconverter.  

Focal length: 340 mm  Aperture: F/8  Shutter: 1/640 sec  Exposure Comp: 0 stop  ISO -200  

 

1st Place  Salon Competition  2009 -2010  Category: Beginner Digital -  Artistic Contemporary  
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Flower Reflections  

This is a collage of 5 flower photos that were taken with various camera/lens combinations.  The look I 

was going for was inspired by the album selection screen on my iPod.  I didnôt make the angle of the 

outsi de photos quite as dramatic as the true Apple screens, as I wanted all 5 images to be visible.  The 

one suggestion one of the judges made was to have the red flower in the middle so the overall effect 

was more symetircal.  Probably a good idea ï I should r edo this photo some day!  

 

1st Place  -  3rd Competition  2009 -2010 Category: Beginner Digital -Artistic Contemporary  

 

 

 
  


