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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Eros Fiacconi
What a difference a month makes! In all my years taking up space on this planet, I have
never been witness to such a swift and monumental disruption to all aspects of human life
on a global scale as has transpired over this past month. And, I’m sure, most of you
share this sentiment.
I had been looking forward to heralding the arrival of spring and the final quarter of our
Club year - a quarter of interesting speakers, SIGs, a photo essay evening, and spring
outings, all culminating with our annual Awards Banquet in June. Unfortunately, Covid-19
has put an indefinite stop to most of these.
As you are aware, we have had to severely curtail and/or cancel most of our
programming. Here’s a brief recap of cancelled events:
•

our meeting of April, 2nd

•

Print Competition #4 including the Jim Cranston Flower Competition

•

our photo essay evening and

•

our annual Awards Banquet, originally scheduled for June 4th.

This last decision was recently taken by the directors in light of the uncertainty and
evolving nature of the Covid-19 virus and its anticipated adverse social impacts.
Regrettably, I don’t believe we are quite done yet.
Over the next week or so, we will know whether the City of Mississauga intends to extend
its closure of various municipal facilities, including our home base of the Mississauga
Seniors’ Centre. Regardless of the Municipality’s decisions, however, the Club’s directors
will need to independently determine what actions to take with respect to the remaining
events in our program, based on what we believe will serve the best interests of our
members, many of whom are seniors.
Members will be notified of any decisions or actions taken by the directors with respect to
future program changes via email blast, as has been the case to date. This may also
include a revised approach to scoring for prints, given the unexpected cancellation of Print
Competition #4.
I have always been a person who has seen the glass as half full. On the bright side,
thanks to the hardworking and committed volunteers of our Competition Group and
website support team, we shall forge ahead with the digital component of Competition #4
including the Maurice De Cunha Flower Competition. And, as was the case with
Competition #3, we will be treated to another on-line show and results presentation for all
to enjoy. Remember that the deadline for submissions remains April 2nd at midnight.
Social distancing and self-isolation have, of course, greatly impacted our lives in ways that
we would normally consider negative. But they’ve also freed us from many obligations.
The result is that we have inadvertently been handed something we often seek in our
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
daily lives, but can’t easily obtain, and that is free time without the attendant sense of
guilt. The operative word here being “guilt”. That’s huge, so let’s take full advantage.
I’d like to share a few things that I’ve been doing with this time besides eating and
sleeping. In addition to binge watching TV, reading and actually seeing more of my sons
via face-time Apps now that they, too, have all this additional unencumbered time, I’ve
also been trying to improve myself from a photographic perspective. Here are a few
things I’ve been trying to do in this regard:
•

organize and digitize my thousands of slides and scan my photos;

•

improve my photographic skills and techniques by availing myself of on-line
presentations and courses. One of my favourite sources, because there is so much
content, is the B&H photo series on YouTube. They are free, range from under 30
minutes to just less than 2 hours in length and feature a full array of photographic
subject matter. I’ve found the speakers/instructors to be excellent. Of course,
there are many other excellent instructional videos on Photography to choose from
on YouTube;

•

read the owner’s manual for my new camera and trying out the various features.
You would be surprised to learn what your camera is really capable of doing,
especially if it’s a recent model;

•

check out other photographers’ web sites, including those of fellow Club members,
both for enjoyment and to learn from their photos and subject matters. Some even
feature blogs which are interesting reads in themselves.

•

reprocess older photos in Photoshop (or other program) using recently acquired
techniques or upgrades to the program. You’d be surprised at the results.

•

watch YouTube travel series on my TV which enables me to access various Apps. I
find it more relaxing than watching them on the computer. One of my preferred
series is Rick Steves’ Europe. I like to get back to places I’ve been and watch
videos of places I’d like to visit.

And the list goes on. The important thing is that we keep busy and maintain our interest
in all those things that held our interest before. We are truly fortunate to be living in a
time when technology permits us to continue to be engaged with family, friends and our
passions despite the current turmoil.
For further information, updates and elaboration on Club related matters as well as
upcoming events, I encourage you to read Snapshot in its entirety.
And with that, I wish you the following:
keep your distance.
Eros Fiacconi, President MCC

-

Keep well, keep informed, keep engaged and
president@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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PROGRAM - Garry Weiler
Suggestions for Presenters
I welcome suggestions for presenters on our Program from members of our club. I have
received suggestions from members and it’s much appreciated, but being we only have
twelve presenters during our season, it’s a difficult process with the selections. If your
suggestion didn’t work out for this season’s Program, it may be a fit for next season’s
Program.
To all members, please keep searching for interesting presenters and send any
suggestions to garryweiler@rogers.com

Contacting Presenters
For each presentation on the program the website address of the presenter is usually
included in the program brochure. If you enjoyed a presentation, please visit their website
and send the presenter an email and let them know you enjoyed their presentation, I’m
sure they’d appreciate it.

UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 our 2019-2020 camera club season is most likely finished.
The 2020-2021 Program is in the works with some excellent presenters already
scheduled. I will try to re-schedule the two presenters who were supposed to present April
2 and May 21 on our current program: Drone Photography by Ronen Grunberg and Photo
Compositing; and Putting More into Your Images, by Rick McKenzie.
Hopefully we’ll be back to normal by summer and be able to attend our first club meeting
Thursday, September 3, 2020.
Thanks to all the MCC volunteers that made our shortened 2019-2020 season a success
and I look forward to seeing everyone in September or maybe sooner.
Take care, be safe and stay healthy,
Garry Weiler, Co-Director of Program

-

garryweiler@rogers.com
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COMPETITIONS REPORT
Digital Competition #4
The website is now open to accept submissions for Digital Competition #4.
In addition to submitting three digital images to you may also submit two digital images
to the Maurice De Cunha Digital Flower Competition. This competition is sponsored by
Wendy Maier in memory of her late husband who was an enthusiastic member of the
Mississauga Camera Club.
Please remember that the deadline for digital submission is midnight, April 2, 2020.
As mentioned previously, Print Competition #4 has been cancelled. Also affected
is the Cranston Flower Competition.
Sincere thanks to: Pradipta Data, for preparing Entry Wizard for submissions; to Bob
Warren and to Dave Field and his Print Team; to our Statistics and Website Teams, Mark
Fenton, Barbara Kells, Kevin White and Mike Feraco. Your efforts are greatly appreciated.

We trust that all MCC Members enjoyed the Virtual Results Show which can be viewed as
follows:
The Full Show of all submitted images, the judges’ scores and original judges’
comments are available in the Members Portal main page (login required)
https://www.mississaugacameraclub.ca/mccmp
The Competition 3 Ribbon Winners Results, Current Competition Scorecard and
the Year to Date Leader-board are posted on:
https://mississaugacameraclub.ca/mcc/competition/results-standings/
The Competition 3 Winners Gallery are available at:
https://mississaugacameraclub.ca/mcc/competition/competition-gallery/

Sandro DelRe & Jennifer Fowler, Co- Directors of Competitions
director_comp@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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MEMBERSHIP - Liz McNally
Renewals for 2020-2021
Usually the renewal season runs from April 1 until July 31. Things are no longer usual! In
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Executive agreed to delay the start of the renewal
season to May 1, 2020. Members will have the opportunity to renew online beginning May
1, 2020. For those who do not renew online, should we have meetings in May, you could
renew in person at the break of a meeting. The final option would be to download the
renewal form available May 1, 2020, from the website and mail it to the MCC post box.
We hope that members renew online, thus reducing the work for our many volunteers.
The Executive agreed that there would be a $10 administrative charge added to each
renewal completed in person or by mail. Please see the article “ORS vs Paying by Cash/
Cheque” included in this issue of Snapshot for the rationale behind this charge.
Fees 2020-2021
It was the decision of the Board of Directors of the Mississauga Camera Club to not
increase the fees for the coming season.
$70 - Individual
$120 – Couples – living at the same address
$35 – Students – under 25 with student identification
Honorary membership (which includes no fee) is for members with 25+ years membership
to the Mississauga Camera Club. Congratulations to our newest Honorary members for
the 2020-2021 season: Audrey Cherevaty and Frank Kovacs!
Online Registration System (ORS)
The online registration system will be available to members beginning May 1, 2020. You
will need to “Log In” and then complete the renewal form and pay with a credit card or
through PayPal. Further directions will be provided in mid April via an email blast.
Last year we had approximately 60% of our members renew online. Our goal this year is
90%! Please help us to reach that goal, beginning May 1, 2020.
Attracting New Members
We are looking at ways to attract new members to the club. I am pleased to announce
that Janice Perkins perkinsmcc776@gmail.com has volunteered to spearhead a committee
to look at different ways to bring more members to our club. Already in the works is a
one page “mini poster” to be posted in coffee shops, community centres, libraries,
colleges,… advertising our club.
Janice is hoping to have some volunteers from our
current membership to brainstorm ideas and put them into action. Please email Janice
should you like to join this new initiative. And thank you to Janice for suggesting and
leading this initiative. Our Club is built on this sort of spirit!
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MEMBERSHIP - Liz McNally - Continued
Online Registration Year Two
Online Registration System (ORS) received tremendous use and success in Year One. We
are hoping to increase the number of users who use ORS to renew their membership this
year. One of the main reasons the Executive chose to implement ORS was to reduce the
number of hours required by volunteers to accept renewals by cash/cheque. Paying
online is convenient for the Member; paying online reduces the number of volunteer hours
and reduces the amount of money handled by a number of Volunteers. Paying online also
reduces the paperwork of volunteers.
Paying with PayPal vs Paying with Cheque/Cash
The following is a summary of what happens when one member pays for their renewal by
cash/cheque, as opposed to online through ORS and PayPal.
Multiply this by 190
members and you get a sense of the number of volunteers and volunteer hours that were
involved. Thus we encourage all members to please renew online.
Member Paying by Cash/Cheque
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Member gives cash/cheque to Volunteer or mails to PO Box.
Volunteer takes cash/cheque and checks renewal form
Volunteer gives cash/cheque to Treasurer
Volunteer gives form to Membership Registrar
Membership Registrar drives to mailbox to retrieve renewals by mail (2-3 times
during June and July)
Membership Registrar mails cheques from PO Box to Treasurer.
Membership Registrar copies forms and emails to Membership Database Leader
Membership Database Leader updates database
Treasurer takes cash/cheque from Volunteer
Treasurer issues a receipt for cash
Treasurer takes cash/cheques home
Treasurer reconciles accounts
Treasurer drives to bank
Treasurer deposits money in MCC bank account
Treasurer and Finance Director reconcile PayPal account and deposits

Using Paypal
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Member logs in to MCC site and completes renewal form and pays with credit
card/Paypal
Notification automatically sent to Treasurer, Membership Database Leader,
Membership Registrar; lists available online for Administrator through Gravity
forms
Membership Database Leader updates the database
Treasurer records all registrations
Treasurer/Finance Director reconciles PayPal account with membership renewals,
and transfers funds to the club’s bank account.
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(O3C)

ONTARIO COUNCIL OF CAMERA CLUBS

O3C Open Challenge Competition
Plans for MCC’s participation in the 2020 Open Challenge are taking shape. Here are some
more helpful details. Be sure to read the Competition Rules on https://O3C.ca/
competitions/open-challenge/ where you will find lots of helpful information.
Submissions
To submit digital and print images for the competition, you will need to complete an
Individual Entry Form that can be found on the MCC website along with the rules. Click
on the O3C button in the upper right hand corner of the Home Page. You will be taken to
a webpage that includes a download button O3C Submissions - 2020. This download
will provide the necessary information (files are zipped) you require to complete your
entry with the exception of your entrant ID that you can obtain from Larry Biancolin at
larrybiancolin@yahoo.ca Our Club code is MI for Mississauga.
Submission of digital images (including digital version of print images) and the
supporting entry form will be open from April 1 to 30. This year, Prints must be
submitted at the first meeting of next season. Please bring your Prints to the Club
meeting on September 17th, 2020. If you are unable to fit your submissions into this
date, please contact Marcus Miller at marcus@marcusmiller.ca to make other
arrangements.
Fees
The fee for the Open Challenge is $3 per image to a maximum of $30 per person. This
year the Executive has once again given us a budget of $400. This will be applied on a
‘first-come’ basis, as determined by your email submission of the image(s) and entry
form. Members who submit after the $400 cap has been reached, may be advised of their
submission fee by Linda Wiesner according to the $3 per image and $30 maximum fee per
submission.
However, we anticipate that most, possibly all submissions will still be
covered within this budget.
We can not guarantee that the Open Challenge Committee will be in a position to
immediately notify members if they have missed the $400 fee allowance. We trust that
we have your support and understanding.

Marcus Miller, Larry Biancolin and Vince Filteau
Open Challenge Organizing Team
Contact us at: o3c@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley
OUTLINED BELOW ARE OUR FINAL TWO WORKSHOPS FOR THIS SEASON,
WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TENTATIVE AT THE MOMENT.

Saturday, April 25, 2020
Topic:

Life Appreciation Photography

Presenter:

Steve Balke

Photography enables us to recognize, enjoy and understand life around us. How to do this
for lifeforms other than our own is the subject of this workshop. Birds and other animals,
bugs, flowers, plants and trees are all included.
Conventional Nature Photography
stresses rigorous honesty in images and surreptitious observation of subjects.
Life
Appreciation Photography emphasizes images that evoke emotion and educate us, while
preserving subject realism.
Often lifeforms observe us as we observe them.
Such
communing with Nature has been extensively shown in studies to be beneficial to us in so
many ways.
Here we examine what images do evoke emotion; how to capture such
images as we are surrounded by life in non-ideal photography situations (e.g.: while
walking in the woods); how to use software to enhance the capabilities of our cameras;
how to employ cell phones to identify what we are observing.
Please bring to the
workshop your cameras, your cell phones and your ideas about how to meet the
challenges of Life Appreciation Photography. If you bring your computer (or tablet or cell
phone) you can download notes for the session.
Steve's website is www.lifeappreciationphotography.com
Time: 9:00 am until noon
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley - Continued
Saturday, MAY 9, 2020
Topic:

HDR (High-dynamic-range)

Presenter:

Bob Warren

This is a hands-on workshop introducing HDR photography.
The dynamic range of the light photographers deal with often exceeds a camera’s ability
to capture it fully, so it is often impossible to capture the full lighting range of a scene with
a single exposure. HDR photography captures more fully the range of light. It’s a process
combining 3 or more bracketed exposures, each with a different exposure level, into one
image. To begin, those 3 or more exposures are loaded into the software program
Photomatix, which permits the manipulation of the 3 (or more) into 1 final image. That
final image is then sent back to a photo processing program (PS, LR, etc.) for final editing.
Attendees will be invited to go outside and shoot some bracketed exposures. These
images will then be downloaded into your laptops and I will guide you in the processing.
Alternately, or in case of bad weather, consider bringing some sample bracketed images
with you.
Therefore, I suggest the following:
•

ensure that your camera allows you to take bracketed photos

•

Bring a laptop or i-pad with you, since this will be a hands-on workshop. Have a photo
processing program on the device – Elements, PhotoShop, Lightroom, etc.

•

Prior to the workshop, download the trial version of Photomatix Pro 6.1 (or whatever
the latest version is at that time) from their website HDRSoft. This trial version is free,
it never expires and simply watermarks your images. The links below will guide you to
the HDRSoft.com website.

Windows
Download Photomatix Pro 6.1 for Windows
(Windows 10 / 8 / 7 / Vista / XP - 64-bit / 32-bit)
Mac
Download Photomatix Pro 6.1 for macOS
(macOS 10.8 through Catalina)
For more information, contact information: bob045@sympatico.ca
Time: 9:00 am until noon
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley - Continued
Registration
You can register in advance via the members’ portal on the club’s website. You can also
show-up on Saturday morning without registering in advance. The cost for attending a
workshop is $15.00 and exact change is appreciated if you are paying at the door.
Please join us!

2020 / 2021 Workshop Season
If you have suggestions on topics that you would like to see next year or if you would like
to present a workshop please reach out to me at a meeting or via email at:
workshops@mississaugacameraclub.ca.

OUTINGS - Larry Jewett

THE APRIL 19 OUTING HAS BEEN CANCELLED

Sunday, May 3, 2020

12 noon

Lunch at The Trail Eatery Crawford Cres off Guelph line, Campbellville - 12 noon.
http://traileatery.com/
After lunch drive north ~18 km on Guelph Line to just south of Rockwood and the Halton
County Railway Museum
https://hcry.org/admission/
larryjewett@cogeco.ca

905-467-6746
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SOME HISTORY OF OUR CAMERA CLUB - Audrey Cherevaty
history@mississaugacameraclub.ca
A reprint from the club's old magazine KLIK: March 1991 Code of Ethics
•

Photographers should place the health and well being of their subject above their
photographs.

•

Photographers should act in a manner that will not endanger the environment or
wildlife.

•

Photographers should always respect the rights of others.

•

Photographers should photograph all natural subjects in their natural habitat with the
least amount of disturbance possible.

•

Photographers should not handle or remove subject from their natural environment for
any reason. Chilling of specimens is not condoned.

•

Photographers should avoid stressing an animal or causing it to change its normal
behaviour because of their presence or activity.

•

Photographers should be familiar with the life history of the ecological setting of their
subject. The more complex the life form and rare the species, the greater your
knowledge, care and respect should be.

•

and in 2020 - Photographers should not hoard toilet paper!!

😊
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MEMBER SHARE PAGE
As Eros mentions in his report this month you may also have favourite resources for
inspiration
“my favourite sources, because there is so much content, is the B&H photo series
on YouTube. They are free, range from under 30 minutes to just less than 2 hours
in length and feature a full array of photographic subject matter. I’ve found the
speakers/instructors to be excellent”.

Holly, our Workshop lead contributed the following:
5 DayDeal.com 23 FREE resources for creatives
ON1: Staying inside can get boring! That's why we're making all of the ON1 Plus
Courses and Videos available to stream for free! Watch new tip & trick videos from pro
photographers, complete courses on photo editing/shooting, and much more! Watch
here: https://onone.buzz/plus
KelbyOne Training: This is for people who are wondering if this is too good to be true.
So, we put together 14 of our favourite full-length courses for you to see for yourself.
You’re going to learn some cool stuff and we’ve got some helpful goodies for you,
including:
10 digital issues/yr of Photoshop User Magazine
10 digital issues/yr of Lightroom Magazine
Access to our live weekly webcast—The Grid and our blog, the Insider
The best part? We don't require a credit card to sign up. Just create an account login,
give us your name and email and you are on your way to better photography.
Online Photography Training | KelbyOne
Here is how people can get a virtual library card to access online material at their local
libraries such as ebooks, newspapers, magazines, music and Lynda.com training; here:
Mississauga Virtual Library Card
Brampton Virtual Library Card

Members, if you have items to share for the next Snapshot, sent them to me. Describe
why you find the resource useful and a link.
janet_martin@icloud.com
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