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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Eros Fiacconi
November was my first full month as Club President and, notwithstanding this fact, I am
pleased to report that the Club has survived relatively unscathed and, more importantly
(at least for me), I too have survived relatively unscathed. This, of course, was all thanks
to the on-going hard work and commitment of the other volunteers who simply went
about their business and got their respective jobs done. For that, the Club and I want to
thank you.
The month of November was a busy one. Among others, we were treated to an excellent
presentation by Jeff Vogan on the Transition from a Parent with a Camera to a Full-time
Sports Photographer; we enjoyed a wonderful evening of impressive photography by Club
members at our first competition results evening (congratulations to the winners); Larry
Jewett organized and conducted an outing to the Royal Winter Fair; Ursula Tweddle
produced an audiovisual presentation workshop; and members were able to take part in
the various Special Interest Groups (SIGS). If you were so inclined, therefore, Club
activities could have had you engaged at least once a week throughout the month, with
the week of November 4th being especially busy with 4 separate events. All in all, not a
bad way to endure a dreary November.
This month, we’ll take a bit of a breather, what with the upcoming holiday season and all.
But, we’ll still have an Image Critique SIG (December 2nd), a presentation on Photography
in Extreme Environments by George Kourounis (December 5th) and, of course, the Holiday
Social on December 19th. That also happens to be the deadline for the submission of
prints and digital images for Competition 2, so don’t forget to bring your prints and upload
your images on-line.
And speaking of the Holiday Social, Garry Weiler has once again offered to produce an AV
show featuring members’ photographs celebrating the season i.e. scenes with snow,
Christmas decorations, Santa, seasonal foods, sleds, lights, lighting, etc. etc. Please get
your maximum 2 images in to Garry by Sunday, December 8.
We’ve now also had one meeting of the Club Executive where we tabled and discussed
several suggestions brought forward by members as well as directors. Among the matters
discussed were the following:
•

Discussion on increasing Club member engagement on-line, Club visibility etc. This
requires further discussion and review by the Executive and will be brought before
Club members at future meetings;

•

Discussion about incorporating volunteer and volunteer group photos along with a
description of their duties and functions in future editions of Snapshot;

•

Discussion about acknowledging the full complement of Club volunteers by
expanding the list of names on the Club website. This was unanimously approved
and is being acted upon;
Page 2

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
•

Following up on several suggestions received related to Club outings;

•

Following up on a concern that only the current issue of Snapshot is available online and that it would be desirable to be able to access this year’s prior issues, as
well. This has been acted upon and you are now able to access the prior issues online.

•

Discussion on how to incorporate member photos taken to date on the website. We
have been advised that there is presently a technical issue which prevents us from
doing so. The matter has been placed on hold pending resolution of the issue;

•

Discussion on seeking grants through the City of Mississauga. Henny Bryant will be
following up with that;

•

Discussion regarding how to increase Club member usage of the On-Line
Registration System (ORS).

I encourage each of you to visit the Club’s website often, not only for the wealth of
information and features it offers, but also to click on buttons that you may not normally
explore. For example, click on the button titled “Organization” to see the names and
functions of all the volunteers who help to make this club run so well. And, while you’re
at it, check out volunteer positions that are currently vacant to see if there’s a position
that has your name written all over it.
On a final note, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Club friends a very
Merry Christmas, a wonderful holiday season and a happy, healthy and prosperous 2020.
The short days of December can, on occasion, be dark and drab but the holiday season is
also characterized by celebration replete with bright and colourful lights, so let’s get out
and capture some of that light.
Eros Fiacconi, President MCC

-

president@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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PROGRAM - Garry Weiler
Suggestions for Presenters
I welcome suggestions for presenters on our Program from members of our club. I have
received suggestions from members and it’s much appreciated, but being we only have
twelve presenters during our season, it’s a difficult process with the selections. If your
suggestion didn’t work out for this season’s Program, it may be a fit for next season’s
Program.
Thank you to those members who have sent suggestions for presenters for our Program.
Please keep searching for interesting presenters and send any suggestions to
garryweiler@rogers.com
Contacting Presenters
For each presentation on the program the website address of the presenter is usually
included. If you enjoyed a presentation, please visit their website and send the presenter
an email and let them know you enjoyed their presentation, I’m sure they’d appreciate it.
Garry Weiler, Program Director
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, December 5, 2019
Title of Presentation:

Photography In Extreme Environments

Presenter:

George Kourounis
www.stormchaser.ca

George Kourounis is an Explorer In Residence for the Royal Canadian Geographical
Society. He specializes in photographing extreme forces of nature worldwide, including:
volcanoes, hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, and other extreme weather events as well as
the effects of global climate change. Whether it’s a tornado outbreak in Kansas, a
hurricane in Florida, forest fires in Australia, the frigid extremes of Antarctica, or
descending deep inside an active volcano in Vanuatu, he’s typically in the middle of the
action with his camera in hand. His expeditions have been featured on numerous
television programs, including his “Angry Planet” series. George will be showcasing photos
and stories from his 20+ years worth of expeditions to photograph the most extreme
places on planet Earth including severe weather, raging wildfires, and exploding
volcanoes. You’ll learn what it takes to get into… and out of these sometimes precarious
places, as well as how to keep yourself AND your photo gear intact.
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, December 19, 2019

MCC HOLIDAY SOCIAL
Images needed for the 2019 version SEASON’S GREETINGS AV SHOW.
As we have in the past few years, we’ll be having an AV show again this year that contains
MCC members images to celebrate the holiday season. We require images that contain
winter scenes with snow, Christmas decorations, Santa Claus, Santa Claus parade,
seasonal food, Christmas trees and lights and any other images that celebrate the holiday
season.
Size your images at a maximum of 1920 pixels wide by a maximum of 1080 pixels high.
The maximum size is preferred for this AV show. If your photo image is smaller, you could
make a border with a plain red or green or other interesting background to make the
overall size become 1920 x 1080 – but not mandatory.
Up to 2 images per member to be submitted.
Images to be submitted in jpg format to garryweiler@rogers.com
Deadline for submission is Sunday, December 8, 2019 before midnight.
Help us celebrate the Holiday Season and participate.

• 2nd Competition Print & Digital Submissions Due December 19
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2019 MCC HOLIDAY SOCIAL
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 7:30 pm

POT LUCK – bring a fav savoury snack- dip, shrimp, meatballs,
veggie, small sandwiches or bring a sweet treat.
Member surname: A - J bring ‘SWEET’ treats
Member surname: K - Z bring ‘Savoury’ treats

ATTIRE: SANTA HATS & colourful festive wear

+ SEASONS GREETINGS AV SHOW
+ PHOTO SHENANIGANS
JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF FUN &
SURPRISES
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, January 2, 2020
Title of Presentation:

Thoughts On Bird Photography

Presenter:

Jorn Hansen
Email: jornhansen@live.ca

Birds are a photographer’s dream with exquisite plumage and beautiful eyes. Combined
with feeding, courtship and social/antisocial behaviour there is always opportunity for new
photographic experiences. However, there are difficulties; birds are often small, are in
constant motion and usually not willing models. In fact, getting a bird in the frame is often
a problem. Jorn Hansen is a retired Professor of Aerospace Engineering at the University
of Toronto. He began bird photography in the early 1980’s and has been an active
competitor in International Salons. He has received over 800 acceptances in International
Salons, receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze metals as well as many Honourable Mentions.
All acceptances and awards were for bird photographs.
Jorn is a member of the
Photographic Society of America (PSA) and in 2014, he placed 3rd in the PSA Who’s Who
North America ranking for Nature Photographers and he has a PSA 5th Galaxy ranking in
Nature Photography. In the fall of 2019, his illustrated article “On-Camera Flash For Bird
Photography” will be published in the PSA Journal. Jorn’s presentation will share lessons
learned in photographing dramatic/interesting bird-behaviour involving feeding,
aggression, reflections and flight using both natural light and flash. As requested by Jorn,
MCC will be making a donation to the Ontario Field Ornithologists (www.ofo.ca) instead of
payment to him.
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MEMBERSHIP - Liz McNally
Our membership at MCC continues to grow with each meeting. We currently are 185
members strong! By way of comparison, last year at this time we had 189 members.
SIGs are booming each month. At last count we had a total of 86 participants in SIGs
offered by Marcus Miller, Doug Johnston, Janet Martin, Peter Van Rhijn and Larry Jewett.
Thank you, SIG leaders!!!! Check the calendar if you are interested in participating in any
of the special interest groups. The cost is $20 per SIG for the year.
We have been fortunate to have had 2 Workshops presented to date. Holly Lumley has
done an excellent job with the line up of Saturday morning workshops. Thanks so much to
Doug Johnston and Ursula Tweddle for our first two workshops. Next up is Bob Warren
sharing his knowledge and passion for HDR Photography on Saturday, January 18, 2020.
Watch the website - online registration will soon be available for this workshop.
To date 4 Outings have taken place - led by Larry Jewett. Many thanks to Larry for
organizing our members in outings where people can travel together, shoot and learn with
each other and have fun. The next MCC Outing will take place on Sunday, December 8,
2019 to the Greenhouse at Centennial Park. Contact Larry if you would like to attend.
outings@mississaugacameraclub.ca
Our Online Registration System has now been in place for half a year. Our goal
continues to be to eliminate cash and cheques for all MCC registrations. When a member
uses ORS to register, it saves the need for a volunteer to collect the money and
registration information, pass the registration to the appropriate leader, give the money to
the Treasurer who would then deposit to the bank account and reconcile balances. If you
consider all the number of transactions of 185 members - from renewals to registrations
for SIGs and Workshops, you begin to realize the real benefit of online registration. The
work for our volunteers for registrations is greatly reduced when members register online.
Please continue to support this Board initiative by registering online for Workshops and
SIGs, and for renewing online come April 2020. Thank you so much to members who are
using ORS and to our amazing ORS team of Craig Stuart, Linda Hilliard, Jim Evans, Mark
Fenton, Mike Ferraco and Linda Wiesner.
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OUTINGS - Larry Jewett
Sunday, December 8, 2019 Centennial Greenhouse
151 Elmcrest Road, Etobicoke
Time:

10:00 am meet-up at the Greenhouse
https://www.toronto.ca centennial-park-coservatory

We will leave the greenhouse around noon and then have lunch at
Cafe Sympatico - 666 Burnhamthorpe Road West.
http://www.cafesympatico.com/

Call to let me know that you plan to attend.

larryjewett@cogeco.ca
905-467-6746 cell

Any guest of yours is welcome and required to sign a waiver of liability.
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley
Saturday, January 18, 2020
Topic:

HDR (High-dynamic-range)

Presenter:

Bob Warren

This is a hands-on workshop introducing HDR photography.
The dynamic range of the light photographers deal with often exceeds a camera’s ability
to capture it fully, so it is often impossible to capture the full lighting range of a scene with
a single exposure. HDR photography captures more fully the range of light. It’s a process
combining 3 or more bracketed exposures, each with a different exposure level, into one
image. To begin, those 3 or more exposures are loaded into the software program
Photomatix, which permits the manipulation of the 3 (or more) into 1 final image. That
final image is then sent back to a photo processing program (PS, LR, etc.) for final editing.
Attendees will be invited to go outside and shoot some bracketed exposures. These
images will then be downloaded into your laptops and I will guide you in the processing.
Alternately, or in case of bad weather, consider bringing some sample bracketed images
with you.
Therefore, I suggest the following:
•

ensure that your camera allows you to take bracketed photos

•

Bring a laptop or i-pad with you, since this will be a hands-on workshop. Have a photo
processing program on the device – Elements, PhotoShop, Lightroom, etc.

•

Prior to the workshop, download the trial version of Photomatix Pro 6.1 (or whatever
the latest version is at that time) from their website HDRSoft. This trial version is free,
it never expires and simply watermarks your images. The links below will guide you to
the HDRSoft.com website.

Windows
Download Photomatix Pro 6.1 for Windows
(Windows 10 / 8 / 7 / Vista / XP - 64-bit / 32-bit)
Mac
Download Photomatix Pro 6.1 for macOS
(macOS 10.8 through Catalina)
For more information, contact information: bob045@sympatico.ca
Time: 9:00 am until noon
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley - Continued
Saturday, February 22, 2020
Topic:

Choosing a Lens

Presenter:

Mike Robinson

"What lens should I buy next?" If you've ever asked this question, this workshop is for
you. With so many lenses to choose from, with different focal lengths, apertures, and
price points, the options can be overwhelming. We'll start with the basics of lenses,
different focal lengths and apertures, and then discuss what lenses are best suited for
photographing different types of subjects. Whether you have a particular specialty in
mind, or are just looking for the next lens to add to your bag, you'll learn how to select a
lens that's right for your photography and your budget.
There's no need to bring a camera or laptop; this isn't a hands-on session.
About your instructor: Mike Robinson has been snapping photos for decades, but dove into
the world of DSLR photography in 2013 with a Canon Rebel T3. “Five camera bodies and
dozens of lenses later, I'm even more passionate about photography, and happy to share
what I've learned along the way”.
Time: 9:00 am until noon

Registration
You can register in advance via the members’ portal on the club’s website. You can also
show-up on Saturday morning without registering in advance. The cost for attending a
workshop is $15.00 and exact change is appreciated if you are paying at the door.

Please join us!
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SOME HISTORY OF OUR CAMERA CLUB - Audrey Cherevaty
history@mississaugacameraclub.ca
A reprint from the club's old magazine KLIK: September 2004
Recently the Alligator farm in St Augustine had their annual competition and some
entrants expressed their dissatisfaction with the judging. They could not understand why
an image of an alligator with a beautiful Roseate Spoonbill in its jaws should win an
award. They thought that this was disgusting. This touched off a lively chat line discussion
and a professional photographer Bill K made these comments on competitions.
He states that "the point is that a competition is not just a competition it's a learning
process.” It doesn't matter whether you win or lose, it's what you learn from it that
counts. Simply take the experience that way and you will never be disappointed. Also
another point--every judge is going to be different--just understand that and, again, take
it all as a learning experience.
It's not about who's the best or the best of the best. It's learning from and associating
with others who love to do the same thing you do.
Whether you compete with prints, 35mm slides, or digital files the thought applies to all. I
hope that you will consider competing this Season so that all of us can learn from each
other.
Ron Manning 35mm Competition Chair (2004)

SHARED INFORMATION - Holly Lumley
Brampton Library provides exhibit space to individuals or groups wishing to display works
of art. This free exhibit space enables Library visitors to participate in the creative life of
the community, and presents artists with a valued avenue for exhibiting their work.
Interested in displaying your artwork at the library?
Please review Brampton Library’s Policy on Displays and Exhibits and familiarize yourself
with the Artist Release and Waiver Liability, as well as the Community Galleries FAQ.
To submit your artwork, please complete the application form.
For more information please contact Surita Dey at (905) 793-4636 (ext 74354) or email
sdey@bramlib.on.ca
Brampton Library - Brampton Library Community Galleries
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