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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Eros Fiacconi
I’d like to begin by wishing all our members a Happy, Healthy and more Normal New Year.
I am longing to once again be able to do all the things I took for granted. I’m begging for
a return to the normal and mundane – to a future that, while unpredictable, can at least
be expected to move along a more or less predictable trajectory. For me, I think that
perhaps this New Year’s Eve will serve more as a celebration of 2020 being over than the
arrival of 2021, although I do hold out greater hope for the New Year.
As I’ve alluded to in the past, as much as 2020 was a disruptive (to say the least) year,
some of that disruption turned out to have positive outcomes. Certainly for the Club, it
forced upon us the need to adapt and re-think how we operate. In so doing, it also
created opportunities and provided options for how we may choose to do things at the
Club moving forward, even when we return to full normalcy. These are some of the issues
that we, as a Club, will need to consider and assess in the coming months.
This is also an opportune time to once again thank our very talented and committed
volunteers for taking on the challenges posed by the pandemic and literally making this
year possible. And that goes for all volunteers, including those whose work may not be as
visible as that of some others but whose benefit to the on-going operation of the Club is
no less important.
A few brief updates.
Given the very positive response to the polling that was done at our last meeting,
regarding the proposed new “Members’ Challenge”, the directors unanimously agreed to
give the new proposal a go in the New Year. You may recall that the “Challenge” is
intended to work as follows:
•

A geographic location within the City of Mississauga or nearby area will be selected.

•

The members will then be given a 3 day window within which to take photos of any
subject matter within that defined geographic area.

•

After the 3 day window within which to photograph closes, the members will have 3
days in which to submit their favourite photo (only 1 per member) to the Club
Website.

•

Club members will then be able to view all the submitted photos on line and select
their favourite 5 (or more as will be determined) photos. At this stage, all the
photos will appear anonymously (i.e., the photographer’s name will not be visible).

•

At a subsequent meeting of the Club, all the photos will be shown and members will
be asked to select their favourites using the Zoom polling function – I shall ask for
members to vote for their favourite shot, then their second favourite, then third etc.

Page 2

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
•

The photos receiving the most votes for each position (1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.) will be
featured on the Club website along with the name of the photographer.

•

This is intended to be open to all members, regardless of assigned proficiency level
or their perceived proficiency level.

•

We really would like to have everyone involved.

(Now, how do I break this news to the website volunteers who have to set it all up?
Hmmm. In fairness to me, this was discussed with them prior to the polling and they had
already consented to take it on).
Jim Evans has advised that he is prepared to modify the “Show Off” section of the website
to be able to accommodate the recently proposed “Spotlight” or “show Off 2”. That’s the
slide show version using PowerPoint or similar platform. You may recall that I did the
introductory one a month or so back featuring the area of Italy from which I came.
I have also received an interesting proposal from a Club member involving an expansion
of the use of our Club’s Facebook page to engage more members. I shall elaborate on
this in a subsequent post, after discussing it with the other directors.
Finally I thought I’d share something that I’ve recently revived in terms of my own
personal photographic challenge. It all came about as I was assembling a century’s worth
of photos for a slide show I was preparing to celebrate my dad’s 100th birthday, December
24th.
As I was going through the photos, what struck me (and it’s pretty obvious) was how few,
yet how valued the old photos were for a host of reasons. It was easy to select those
because that’s all there was and every one was precious.
By the time I got to the present, in particular from the 2000’s onwards and the
proliferation of digital photography/cellphones with their limitless photographic capacity,
photos became much more difficult to select. There were dozens, often of the same event
and often many photos were indistinguishable from one another.
Notwithstanding the innumerable benefits of digital photography, I sometimes think all the
advances can make us lazy as photographers because the consequences of a single poor
photo can often be inconsequential (weddings and other events excepted). When we only
had 24 or 36 shots per roll, I think we may have been a little more selective and careful in
what and how we shot.
In any event, as a result of that exercise, I revived something that I used to do
periodically as a personal challenge. I would select a particular location with a lot of
interesting things to photograph (like downtown) and limit myself to only 24 photos to see
what I would come back with.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
I can’t say if the photos I took were any better than what I would have taken otherwise,
but I do know that I spent more time selecting a subject and I was much more careful
with all my settings. I also used my tripod more frequently.
I’ll be reviving that challenge over the next several weeks. You might want to give it a try
yourself. If nothing else, it will get you out shooting (if we’re allowed).
Stay safe and keep well.

Eros Fiacconi, President MCC - president@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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PROGRAM - Garry Weiler
Suggestions for Presenters
I welcome suggestions for presenters on our Program from members of our club. I’ve
received suggestions from members and it’s much appreciated, but being we only have
twelve presenters during our season, it’s a difficult process with the selections. If your
suggestion didn’t work out for this season’s Program, it may be a fit for next season’s
Program. To all members, please keep searching for interesting presenters and send any
suggestions to garryweiler@rogers.com
Contacting Presenters
For each presentation on the program the website address of the presenter is usually
included in the program brochure. If you enjoyed a presentation, please visit their website
and send the presenter an email and let them know you enjoyed their presentation, I’m
sure they’d appreciate it.
Garry Weiler, Director of Program

-

garryweiler@rogers.com
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, January 7, 2021
Title of Presentation:

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

Presenter:

Kas Stone
www.kasstone.ca

Kas is a professional photographic artist and writer based on Nova Scotia’s Atlantic coast,
where she is inspired by the wild scenery and moody weather right outside her door. Kas’
work is found in select galleries, fine art and craft shows, and in private collections
worldwide. Her portfolio includes an extensive list of workshops, exhibitions and
publications, with feature articles in Canadian and British magazines. She has also
undertaken several collaborative projects in support of environmental causes, most
recently a fundraising book for Bird Studies Canada. In this thought-provoking
presentation, Kas explores the connection between words and images, and the longstanding debate about using them together. She shows how they can indeed be paired to
create powerful stories, and she offers tips and exercises to help you create effective titles
for your photographs.

Thursday, January 21, 2021
2nd Competition Results
Digital images submitted will be presented online at a virtual zoom meeting and winners
will be announced.
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, February 4, 2021
Title of Presentation:

Stories Behind the Photographs

Presenter:

Mike Grandmaison
www.grandmaisonphotography.com

Following a 20-year career in biology, Mike Grandmaison launched a new career in 1996
as a full-time professional photographer. In his passionate quest to create images that
capture the essence of his beloved country Canada, Mike has come to know the Canadian
landscape intimately as few others have which has resulted in a remarkable, awardwinning body of work over 45 years. His on-location assignments span Canada’s
geography, photographing for a broad range of corporate and editorial clients in fields
ranging from forest to factory, agriculture to architecture. Mike manages a full-service
stock photography agency and his photographs have graced the pages of countless
calendars, brochures and magazines worldwide, as well as on 9 Canadian postage stamp
projects. Mike has authored 16 coffee-table books and his images adorn the walls of
corporate and private collections. He has conducted nature photography workshops and
presented lectures throughout the country. In his presentation, Mike will share the stories
behind some of his favourite images.
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COMPETITIONS REPORT - Sandro Del Re
Competition #2
Thank you to everyone that took the time to submit images for Competition #2. For our
latest competition we had the following submissions.

Creative

13

Natural Things

29

Nature

31

Pictorial

57

TOTAL

130

I would also thank the entire Digital Competition team for once again making sure
everything is working smoothly.
Please note that the Competition #2 results night will be held on January 21 at 7:30.
Until we can all meet in person again we will be holding the results night via ZOOM.
Please mark this on you calendar and join us.

Reminder of Competition #3
The Competition team would like to remind all members that Competition #3 includes a
MANDATORY theme. This year the theme is ABSTRACT. The team will include links on the
Mississauga Camera Club website to provide you with ideas and definitions. Further
information will be forthcoming via email blasts.
We urge everyone to stretch their creativity and submit images for competition #3

Sandro Del Re - Directors of Competitions
director_comp@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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ONTARIO COUNCIL OF CAMERA CLUB (O3C)
2021 O3C Open Challenge Competition
Plans for MCC’s participation in the 2021 Open Challenge are taking shape. Here are some
more helpful details. Be sure to read the Competition Rules on https://o3c.ca/
competitions/open-challenge/ where you will find lots of helpful information.
Submissions
To submit digital images for the competition (due to the pandemic, prints will be
excluded for this year’s competition), you will need to complete an Individual Entry
Form that can be found on the MCC website along with the rules. Click on the O3C button
in the upper right hand corner of the Home Page. You will be taken to a webpage that
includes a download button O3C Submissions - 2021. This download will provide the
necessary information (files are zipped) you require to complete your entry with the
exception of your entrant ID that you can obtain from Larry Biancolin at
larrybiancolin@yahoo.ca. Our Club code is MI for Mississauga.
Submission of digital images and the supporting entry form will be open from
April 1 to 30. If you are unable to fit your submissions into this date, please contact
Marcus Miller at marcus@marcusmiller.ca to make other arrangements.
Fees
The fee for the Open Challenge is $3 per image to a maximum of $30 per person. This
year the Executive has once again given us a budget of $400. This will be applied on a
‘first-come’ basis, as determined by your email submission of the image(s) and entry
form. Members who submit after the $400 cap has been reached, may be advised of their
submission fee by Linda Wiesner according to the $3 per image and $30 maximum fee per
submission.
However, we anticipate that most, possibly all submissions will still be
covered within this budget.
We cannot guarantee that the Open Challenge Committee will be in a position to
immediately notify members if they have missed the $400 fee allowance. We trust that
we have your support and understanding.
THANK YOU. Marcus Miller, Larry Biancolin and Vince Filteau, your Open Challenge team

We can be reached at o3c@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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MEMBERSHIP - Liz McNally
As was announced at the AGM in October, I will be stepping down from my role as Director
of Member Services at the next AGM in October 2021. In order to make for a smooth
transition, the Executive and I are hoping that someone would like to come on board as a
Co-Director with me in the new year with the plan to take over the role at the next AGM.
Together we would serve the membership and make the transition to a new Membership
Director a smooth one. This type of succession plan worked very well recently as Sandro
Del Re was a Co-Director with Jennifer Fowler in Jennifer's last year as Competitions
Director.
As the Membership Director, I work with numerous behind-the-scenes, talented and
motivated volunteers who make my job as Director much easier. Membership volunteers
accept and welcome guests, run SIGs, plan workshops, accept renewals and new
memberships and compile the data to mention a few responsibilities. The website team
takes all our requests and makes them work.
Working on the Executive has truly been a pleasure and an honour. The collaboration and
support for each other is tremendous. We hold monthly Board meetings, all of which are
on ZOOM now. This past year we were able to overcome the pandemic restrictions and
keep our club active. Thank goodness for the foresight of the volunteers who led us
through the ORS process before we ever knew how much we would rely on ORS as our
sole source of registration and payment for all activities.
The person who accepts this invitation to work together as Co-Directors and then as the
sole Membership Director (in Oct. 2021) would have the opportunity to provide leadership
and direction to our club. Our club is active today (and for the past 60+ years) due to the
commitment of its volunteers.
I invite you to consider volunteering for the role of
Membership Director. If you are a new member or a returning member or a veteran,
please consider taking on this interesting position.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my 3 years as Director. Before that I was the Membership
Registrar for 3 years.
I plan to continue to volunteer for the MCC, just not in a
directorship role.
Please feel free to contact me if you have even the slightest interest in taking on the role
of Membership Director. Let’s talk.
Liz McNally, Membership Director - director_memservice@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley
We have the following workshops scheduled for the 2020 / 2021 season.
Topic

Presenter

Workshop Date

The Macro Dimension

Peter Van Rhijn

January 9, 2021

Understanding Exposure

Mike Robinson

February 6, 2021

Digital Workﬂow

Mike Feraco

March 6, 2021

Photo EdiJng

Larry Biancolin

April 10, 2021

PrinJng

Dave Field

April 24, 2021

Home Studio and Studio LighJng

Raymond Hsu

May 15, 2021

Our next workshop is being presented by Peter Van Rhijn on January 9, 2021. Peter’s
workshop teaches photography with macro lenses. It touches on the requirements and
technical aspects of the equipment, the details which make macro quite different from
landscape photography, and the little pitfalls the photographer will have to anticipate.
The highly unusual images we see when looking through a long macro lens look like
images from another dimension: The Macro Dimension.
You can register in advance via the ‘members portal’ on the club’s website, the cost is
$15. Once you register, the ZOOM meeting information will be provided to you.
If you are interested in seeing a topic or presenting, please reach out to Holly via
workshops@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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SOME HISTORY OF OUR CAMERA CLUB - Audrey Cherevaty
history@mississaugacameraclub.ca
From September 9 through November 7, 2010, the Mississauga Camera Club held an
exhibition at the Living Arts Centre, Art Gallery.
Nurses at Work was an exhibition of documentary photographs by a group of awardwinning photographers of the Mississauga Camera Club, in co-operation with the
Mississauga Living Arts Centre and Photosensitve.
Nurses at Work conveys the care and dedication provided by these from-line health care
workers, The rich evocative photographic images served to raise public awareness of
nursing and show it as an attractive career choice.
Excerpt from November 2010 KLIK
In the fall of 2008, Andrew Stawicki of PhotoSensitive challenged the Mississauga Camera
Club to undertake a photojournalistic exhibition to shed light on a social aspect of our
community. With Andrew’s inspiration the Club launched a project that had never before
been undertaken and the Nurses at Work exhibition was created. The Exhibition has now
closed and it’s time to reflect on what we have accomplished.
The Nurses at Work has been a very successful exhibition for everyone and has touched
many lives in special ways. The preparations drew together many talented people. I would
like to thank Kay Woollam for her tireless energy and fearless efforts to engage the
Trillium Health Centre in the project and a special thanks to Cole Swanson, Curator at the
Gallery at LAC who transformed our images into a world-class show. I would also like to
thank the volunteers who brought together their talents and enthusiasm for the planning,
execution and completion of the project. I extend kudos to the 14 participating
photographers.
The exhibition was made possible with the support from our very generous donors.
Corporate sponsors, camera club members and friends stepped forward and gave
generously. We balanced our books. Thank you for your belief in the project.
The Living Arts Centre Gallery had over 1500 visitors, which far exceeded everyone’s
expectations. Roger’s TV featured the exhibition on 2 occasions, the Mississauga News
covered the opening event and Slate magazine carried an article on the exhibition.
However, the key measure of success for a show of this scope is the impact it had on the
subjects, the photographers and the audience. I will share with you some of the comments
from the guest book at the gallery and also some of the experiences documented in the
photographers’ artists statements. Their words speak volumes. Congratulations to
everyone - Marcus Miller, President
Participating photographers were:
Wendy Baillie, Jim Calvert, Warren Davis, Anne Greschuk, Hilarie McNeil-Smith, Ina
Miglan, Marcus Miller, John Moore, David Penty, Karen Simmonds, David Simmonds, Bob
Warren, Suzanne Williams, Kay Woollam.
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