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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Eros Fiacconi
March brings with it longer, brighter days and this year, it also brings highly anticipated
prospects for a return to greater normalcy in the foreseeable future.
It’s hard to imagine that just one year ago, the month of March witnessed the first and
most frightening wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In fact, looking back at my
“President’s Message” for March 2020, there was absolutely no hint as to the tumultuous
events that lay just a few weeks ahead.
How the world has changed since then! Just consider the word “zoom”…
Last year, if I told a friend that I was going to zoom over, it simply meant that I would
physically come over quickly.
Today, when I say to my friend “I can’t talk now because I have to zoom”, it doesn’t mean
that I have to leave quickly - not at all. It means that I have to get to the bar, pour a
drink or grab a coffee, open my laptop, click on a link that was sent to me a few days
earlier, enter a “waiting room”, patiently sit in this “waiting room” while someone at the
other end seriously contemplates whether or not to allow me entry to the “meeting”.
Then, once I’ve been allowed in, I have to sit back and listen to the host explain how
things may not go as planned because his Internet is slow. But, I can’t understand what
he is saying because his words are slurred, precisely because his Internet is slow. Then,
and this is particularly true when you’re in a small meeting, possibly with friends, and you
realize that you’ve had enough and want to leave, but you can’t just leave. You need to
wait your turn to speak or precisely time your interjection for that brief instant when one
person stops speaking and another begins. Otherwise, it’s chaos. “Sorry, did you say
something? I didn’t hear”. “No, sorry, I was just gonna...”What? Did you say something?”
“Is your mic on?” “Yes”. “What?” “Listen, I have to leave”. “What was that?” “Hey, what
happened to Bob? His image is gone.” “Somebody call him. Make sure he’s fine.” “Better
still, somebody zoom over to his house.”
I think I’ve made my point.
Notwithstanding the forgoing, I must acknowledge that Zoom has been instrumental in
allowing this Club to continue to operate and, indeed, flourish with most of its
programming reasonably intact.
Our February Club meetings and Mike Robinson’s workshop on the 6th were all very
successful. In fact, the presentation by Mike Grandmaison, broadcasting from Winnipeg,
resulted in our most well attended meeting to date with more than 130 attendees.
In March, we are looking forward to a continuation of our SIG programming as well as a
workshop by Mike Feraco on the 6th and two Club Meetings whose focus may be more
directed to Club members than guests. And those are the March 4th Club Members’ Photo
Essay Evening and the March 18th Third Competition Results.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
On February 11th, the Directors held their monthly meeting and were joined by Club
Members Vincent Filteau, our O3C representative and Pat Donaldson, one of our Facebook
editors. Giovanni Colonna, our recently approved Co-Director of the Member Services
Group, was also invited to attend.
Vince provided information on the recently established O3C Facebook page which is
intended to assist its member Clubs advertise their upcoming events, workshops, trips
(when they resume) and other matters that might also be of interest to members outside
their Club. The O3C requires a member volunteer from each of its participating Clubs to
serve as its O3C Facebook page administrator. I am pleased to report that Linda Hilliard
has volunteered to take on this function. Thank you, Linda. And please be sure to check
out the O3C Facebook page.
We then heard from Pat with respect to our Facebook website. Among others, she
responded to a series of questions raised by the Directors in terms of how the page is
currently used and how it might otherwise be modified to expand its function and/or
further engage our members.
Pat produced considerable information from her own
research into other Clubs’ social media pages including Instagram.
This information
proved to be most helpful for the Directors, especially in paring down and refining the
issues that need addressing as we move forward. This item will be considered further in
subsequent meetings.
The Members’ Challenge was discussed and detailed information for the first such
Challenge was established. This was followed a few days later by an email blast advising
all members of the location, dates and submission information.
The subject of how the Club will operate as we move forward when (if) conditions return
to “normal” during the next Club year was also revived from the previous meeting. Many
options are being considered including variations involving alternating our bi-monthly
general meetings between Zoom and in-person. No final decision has been reached. If
you have any thoughts regarding this matter or any related subject, please feel free to
submit your ideas via the suggestion box on the website.
The appropriateness of the current competition categories was also discussed once again
without resolution. The principal issue is whether the existing categories reasonably
capture the main photographic subject areas that are of interest to our members.
One example, for instance, and this was borne out by our most recent polling, is that
while a majority of our members identified “landscape photography” (72%) as being their
favourite/preferred photographic subject matter, there is no single category in our
competitions that provides for this.
All landscape photos (along with architecture,
portrait, macro, street and many others) are lumped into the “Pictorial” category which is
the repository for all photos that do not fit into the other three categories.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Continued
It was agreed that this will be an on-going discussion and if any modifications are
contemplated, they will be brought before the general membership for consideration. In
the meantime, feel free to make use of the suggestion box to let your thoughts on this
subject be known and considered.
A number of other items were discussed, but this is getting a bit long, so I’ll simply end it
here.
As always, I want to thank the volunteers for their hard work in making sure that our Club
is firing on all cylinders. Special thanks this month to Pradipta Datta for volunteering to
create the Members’ Challenge portal for inclusion on the Club website and to the website
team for making the necessary modifications to accommodate it there.
Please consider volunteering.
We need several positions to be filled for next year
including, most notably, Director of the Program Group and Director of the
Communications Group.
Thank you, keep safe and, when possible, get out there with your camera and take
advantage of the beautiful March light.
Eros Fiacconi, President MCC - president@mississaugacameraclub.ca

PS: Beware the Ides of March on the 15th, but only if your name is Julius or Caesar.
Beware the Hangover of March on the 18th, but only if you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
on the 17th, with serious conviction.

COMMUNICATIONS - Sandra Breston
1) Linda Hilliard will be the O3C administrator for Facebook, on behalf of MCC, to post
information about speakers and events that we are hosting. Thank you very much Linda
for taking on this job for our Mississauga Camera Club!
2) If you are interested in becoming the Director of Communications and have questions
about the role please contact Sandra Breston, who will be happy to explain or clarify
something for you.
director_comm@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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PROGRAM - Garry Weiler
Suggestions for Presenters
I welcome suggestions for presenters on our Program from members of our club. I’ve
received suggestions from members and it’s much appreciated, but being we only have
twelve presenters during our season, it’s a difficult process with the selections. If your
suggestion didn’t work out for this season’s Program, it may be a fit for next season’s
Program. To all members, please keep searching for interesting presenters and send any
suggestions to garryweiler@rogers.com

Director of Program Volunteer Position
I’m seeking a club member to take over my position as Director of Program at our next
Annual General Meeting on October 21, 2021. The position mainly involves researching
and scheduling presenters for our Thursday meetings and attending Board meetings once
a month to assist in making decisions to run the club. The position involves much emailing
and communication with photographers and Board members. I will assist to train and
prepare the person wanting to take over this position. Details about the necessary skills
required, responsibilities and duties, etc ... about this position can be found on our
website at Club Info/Volunteer Positions Job Description/Program Director. Those details do not
include our current Zoom meeting situation but I hope we’ll be back to in-person meetings
sometime in the next year or so. Up to and after October I’ll be around to help you until
you’re comfortable, so not to worry. Interested members are to contact myself or any
Board member. This is my 5th consecutive season being our club’s Director of Program
and I think I deserve a break, but I’ll still be around to help out as needed and if preferred
I will continue to produce the program brochure as I’ve done for many years.

Garry Weiler, Director of Program

-

garryweiler@rogers.com
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, March 4, 2021
Photo Essay Evening

and

Presentation: From Soup to Nuts

Photo Essay Evening Hosts:

David Penty and Jim Evans

Presenter:

Hilarie-McNeil Smith

Join us for an evening of photo essays (audio-visual presentations) created by MCC club
members. Always a variety of subjects to enjoy. Attending members will vote for their
favourite photo essay and the first place winner will be awarded the Herb Martin Trophy at
a later date.
After the photo essay portion of the evening, we’ll have a short break and then presenter
and MCC club member Hilarie McNeil-Smith will present her “From Soup to Nuts”
presentation for the remainder of the evening. Hilarie is a 25+ year member of the
Mississauga Camera Club and a former accredited GTCCC judge. She is known for her
creative images and has presented at most camera clubs in the GTA and beyond and at
two international photo seminars. She no longer competes, because, in her words, “the
box is overflowing with ribbons.” Hilarie’s presentation will be a series of short slideshows,
including a few befores and afters for a bit of comparison.
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UPCOMING MCC PROGRAM MEETINGS
Thursday, March 18, 2021
3rd Competition Results
Digital images submitted will be presented online at a virtual zoom meeting and winners
will be announced.

Thursday, April 1, 2021
Title of Presentation:

Drone Photography

Presenter:

Ronen Grunberg

Ronen Grunberg became curious about photography and videography in Grade 9, when a
media course allowed him to explore the art of photography, as well as make short films
with a Super 8mm camera. Ronen’s interest in media arts continued through his 30-plus
years as a high school history, English and technology teacher. In 2012, he founded the
Aurora Public Library Camera Club so that area photographers could meet monthly to
share their knowledge and creativity. Four years ago, Ronen became interested in drones
and how they can be used in aerial photography. Drone photography is now an integral
part of Ronen’s creative output. In this entertaining presentation, Ronen will cover
various aspects of drone photography, including an overview of current drone technology,
the history of drones, the best drones to use for photography, as well as how to compose
images and get quality video with a drone. He will also discuss drone regulations in
Canada.
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ONTARIO COUNCIL OF CAMERA CLUB (O3C)
O3C Interclub Open Challenge Competition (formerly the GTCCC Interclub)
MCC is a member of the O3C and each year they host the interclub “Open Challenge”
competition. For our members, image submissions will be accepted during April 2021 with
the deadline being April 30. Submission details will follow in the next month or two.
The rules of competition are comprehensive and do not always align with MCC’s
competition rules.
There is a link to the rules on the O3C website,
https://o3c.ca/
competitions/open-challenge/

Here are a few tips, as a starting point, to keep in mind:
1. Naming / Titling of Entries:
•
•

•

Architecture, Pictorial, People, Creative Vision, Expansive Views and People in Action can be
named as it suits the maker.
For Birds, Animals, Botany and Landscapes/Geology the titles should be the common or
scientific name of the subject. However, descriptive names as it pertains to the subject are
allowed. Refrain from giving pictorial like names to images in Nature categories.
o Acceptable: “Northern Blue Jay” or “Cyanocitta Cristata”, or “Blue Jay Preening
Chick”.
o Not acceptable: “Blue & White Splendor”.
No image may display any titling or maker identification that could serve to identify the
maker or club.

2. Image Sizing:
•
•
•
•

Recommended image size is: 1920 wide x 1080 high.
Images may reasonably exceed, or be less than the above recommended dimensions,
without concern.
The objective is to maintain the highest image and presentation quality.
Image format: JPG, sRGB colour space.

3. Use of Image or Keyline Borders
Digital Entries
•

•

•

Decorative borders such as digital picture frames are only allowed in the Pictorial category
where a decorative border may be an intrinsic part of the image and it adds to the image
story.
Artistic borders such as torn edges, antique edges, grunge borders, film edges, etc. are
allowed in all categories except Nature categories (Birds, Animals and Botany and
Landscape/Geology).
Keyline borders such as 1 or 2 pixel borders are allowed in any category. However, they are
usually only needed for images with dark backgrounds where they can help the viewer see
where the actual image frame is to judge composition. The Keyline would usually be a
lighter or complimentary colour to the image.

4. Print size
Due to COVID-19, Prints will not be part of the competition this year.

We look forward to your participation!
Marcus Miller - Larry Biancolin - Vince Filteau - gtccc@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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MEMBERSHIP - Liz McNally
New membership Co-Director
I am very pleased to introduce Giovanni Colonna who will be joining me at the Executive
table as my Co-Director of Membership until the next Annual General Meeting. After my
plea in the last Snapshot, asking for someone to take on this role, Giovanni contacted me
and said “I’m in…you did your part….now I should contribute.” And this is exactly how our
club moves forward, getting better and better all the time. Thank you so much, Giovanni.
I am looking forward to working with you as we plan for the 2021-2022 season.
2021-2022 Season
We will soon be looking at our renewals for the next season. Now that we are fully
operating online for all payments, the renewal season will likely open in the summer. In
the meantime, the Executive will be looking at the Budget and expenses before deciding
on fees for the upcoming season. Once again, the pandemic and restrictions are also
driving our 2021-2022 season. Like everything else, we are watching the case numbers
as well as the vaccination numbers and dates.
Workshops
Holly Lumley continues to do an amazing job organizing interesting workshops for
Members and Guests. Holly has been advertising the workshops at other camera clubs as
well as in local newspapers. This has generated much interest in our workshops with
approximately 51 guests attending our first three workshops.
The next scheduled
workshop is on Saturday, March 6, 2021 at 9 am. The meeting will be virtual on Zoom.
Mike Ferraco will lead the group through his Digital Workflow.
SNAPD
Victoria Weber from the community newspaper SNAPD is attending a number of club
meetings. She has two articles in the Etobicoke SNAPD about MCC. Here are the links:
https://etobicoke.snapd.com/events/view/1338708
https://etobicoke.snapd.com/events/view/1340119

Liz McNally, Membership Director - director_memservice@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley
We have the following workshops scheduled for the 2020 / 2021 season.
Topic

Presenter

Workshop Date

Digital Workﬂow

Mike Feraco

March 6, 2021

Photo Edi;ng

Larry Biancolin

April 10, 2021

Prin;ng

Dave Field

April 24, 2021

Home Studio and Studio Ligh;ng

Raymond Hsu

May 15, 2021

Our next workshop is being presented by Mike Feraco on March 6, 2021.
In this workshop Mike will be using Lightroom and Photoshop. Mike will show his workflow
while editing supplied images by the workshop attendees.
Please supply 1-2 images to Mike through https://wetransfer.com/. Use the email address
mike@feraco.com. Please make sure to send your images at least 4 days before the
presentation date and Mike will randomly select images to work on during the
presentation.
Submit your unedited images in RAW or JPG at 300dpi.
If you would like to see more of Mike’s work please visit www.mikeferaco.com or follow him
on www.500px.com/mikeferaco
You can register in advance via the ‘members portal’ on the club’s website, the cost is
$15. Once you register, the ZOOM meeting information will be provided to you.
Guests are also invited to attend our workshops so if you have a friend who would be
interested in attending please have them send an email to:
workshops@mississaugacameraclub.ca
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WORKSHOPS - Holly Lumley
Other Educational Opportunities
Lambton College
Lambton College in Sarnia offers a number of free photography courses. These are ondemand online courses so you can start them whenever it is convenient and are selfpaced.
The courses currently available are;
Fantastic Photos 1: Composition
Fantastic Photos 2: Principles of Design
Phone Photography as Art
Photography for Online Business

Wildlife Photography Conference – March 16 & 17
More information: http://kelbyonelive.com/wildlife-conference?af=wildlifemonster
Cost $149 US if purchased prior to March 15.
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SOME HISTORY OF OUR CAMERA CLUB - Audrey Cherevaty
history@mississaugacameraclub.ca

Remembering a time when we could get together in person!
Images from Facebook
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FOR SALE
CONTACT:

Mark Fenton mark@FFVisions.com
647-501-4512

Olympus M4/3 OMD E-M10 Mark1, with two kit lenses. In good condition.
Trading in at Henrys if no immediate offers. $250
•

OMD M4/3 E-M10 Mark1 (first edition). Battery, charger and Manual

•

Collapsible Wide-to-Portrait Lens - M.ZUIKO 14-22MM F3.5-5.6 II R

•

Compact and Affordable Telephoto Lens - M.ZUIKO ED 40-150MM F4.0-5.6 R
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