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Message From The President
Dear Member,

viewpoint, and other images were rich in subtle
information that was revealed by the maker.

Last week I was an invited guest at the two club
judging sessions: one for prints and the other for
digital images. Being the observer I had no duties
or responsibilities, so I just sat back and
observed. I was impressed by the organization,
planning and co-ordinated team efforts each
group deployed in running a smooth event.

The judges arrived, introductions were made and
club rules and scoring criteria were explained.
The lights were dimmed and each image was
carefully
scored,
recorded
and
comments
collected. After awhile I found myself playing
surrogate judge, scoring the image and offering
constructive critiques, all in my head.
I was in a very privileged position to view the
whole body of work that was submitted for the
second competition. The diversity and creativity
of the images revealed the depth of talent in the
club. Some images stood out and spoke volumes
because the maker had captured a unique

As I contemplated the images I tried to distil the
common elements in all the images. I felt the
technical aspects of the images were important
but the two words common in all images was
vision and frame. Firstly, vision motivated the
maker to make the image, to express a feeling or
reveal a subject that was meaningful to them.
The frame is the common element of all
photography. The photographer decides on what
is included, the tonality, the clarity of the message
and the simplicity or complexity of design.
I would like to thank all the image makers for
contributing to my reverie, sharing their visions
and inspiring me in my own photography.
Marcus Miller
President
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Christmas Celebration - Members Print Portfolios
The second
Celebration:

meeting

in

December

was

billed

as

a

Christmas

―The Christmas and holiday season is a busy time for all and we‘ve set
aside time to celebrate, socialize and rejuvenate our spirit. This
evening will feature the display of members' print portfolios in a walk
around setting so you can talk to each maker about their techniques
and passion… and partake of an extensive array of culinary treats.‖
The print display was organized by David Simmonds and the rest of
the Print Committee. Members were invited to bring in samples of their
work either as mounted prints or in albums, books, calendars, etc. Our
hope was that members would show us some of their work that may
not have been seen before in formal competition.

Al Tilson
Bob Warren
We borrowed some display panels from the Oakville Seniors Camera Club and set the prints up on
these panels around the room. The albums and books were displayed on another table. About 15 to 20
members brought in photos.

Dave Simmons
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As we had hoped this gave members a chance to show us some photos without the constraints of the
competition context and we did see many photos that we had not seen before. As well, this setup
encouraged dialogue among members who had a good opportunity to discuss these photos with the
makers and each other.

Jerry Soltys
So many members responded to the call to bring in goodies that there was an abundance of various
treats. Members could enjoy the food while mingling with the others checking out the photos.

Marcus Miller
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Omar Sheikh
The event seemed to be a success on all points – tasty food, interesting photos, good conversation and
a good way for us to mark the holiday season. Perhaps this December ‗display of prints‘ will become an
annual event.
George Webster

Images provided by

Member Print Committee

Robbie Robinson

THE PARABLE OF THE BODIES
Everybody knows that there are bodies in every organization.
Everybody.

Somebody, Anybody, Nobody

and

Anybody knows that there is work for Everybody but when leaders ask for volunteers, saying ―Anybody
can do it‖, Everybody thought Somebody would do it but Nobody did.
Fortunately, Somebody decided that since Anybody could do it, but Nobody did, Somebody would
volunteer- eventually.
This is a continuing story of most volunteer organizations. This parable was reported in Retired
Teachers‖, Mississauga Branch winter newsletter- copied from one of twenty years earlier.
The Executive of MCC and the people on the various committees collectively devote a great deal of
time volunteering. However, volunteers are still needed for assistance on some committees.
We look forward to having Somebody or Anybody to come forward and help out.

Myra Jones
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Photo Books:
Some of your favourite (and not-so-favourite) Sites
David Penty
I recently asked members for input on the above topic. As you have probably observed, there are a
growing number of photographers taking advantage of online services to organize and publish their
photos in books, calendars and similar printed matter. Of course, almost all of these companies offer
‗specials‘ and therefore I have not tried to compare them in terms of price.
My thanks to the many club members who sent me your ideas and comments, I trust I‘ve have
published your comments accurately.
Here are some of your favourites:
Shutterfly (www.shutterfly.com) will help to organize your photos into books, calendars or cards. My
personal experience is that the software‘s ability to help you organize (semi-automate) the process is
intuitive and helpful. I expect the pricing is competitive. My only issue is with delivery. I ordered just
prints and they arrived in 6 weeks which was later than the projected delivery date. When I
complained, they provided good service in that they re-printed the package. However, the reprints
arrived also 6 weeks later. Shutterfly is located in California. Jerry Soltys, however, has no concerns
with recommending this company. They have been in operation for many years and therefore are an
established service provider.
Photobooks Canada (www.photobookscanada.com) will download an authoring software to your
desktop that allows you a lot of creative control. If you run into difficulty, they provide online support.
The creative control allows you to format your images as you like, add text in a variety of fonts, and
print on different kinds of paper. Photobooks Canada is primarily a book publisher and doesn‘t offer
prints, calendars, etc. The publisher has a user guide that will assist you with making the perfect book.
It offers several styles of soft and hard cover books, with prices starting at $40 for a 40-page 8×11
inch soft cover. You can increase the page count for $1.00 per page (prices vary with book type). The
Canadian publisher head office is located in Richmond Hill, Ontario.
Another comment on Photobooks Canada came from Hilarie: This one was recommended by Paul
Armstrong, a previous member of our club. I have used this company three times. In each case I was
delighted. Their software is by far the most versatile to use, and colour reproduction was as expected.
The first time around I needed a lot of support to understand the checkout and spoke to a lady named
'May‘ who always seemed to be there when I called. I also received a lot of support to figure out a
photocover with two different images. Their software has updated since then but I have not used it
since. This is a worldwide company and has an office based in Toronto east end. I was able to pick up
my book personally.
On the negative side, they are one of the more expensive companies in that you must start with a 40
page book. Their discount offers make this quite affordable and on a par with other book discounts.
They have contests for best books, and offer free publishing to the winners. I will use them again.
iPhoto: Several people told me they use iPhoto on the MAC. Also on the MAC you can create books
(+ cards, calendars, etc.) from Aperture. See David Simmonds, Janet Martin, Sherry Prenevost or
Shannon Gilmour for more info.
Blurb Books (www.blurb.com) seemed to be popular with several club members based on the
Christmas celebration event where many books were on display. They offer good prices and a variety
of quality levels (premium paper, matte or glossy). Again, you have the option of getting assistance to
merge text with your photos.

November 2010

KLIK

Page 8

Marcus had this to say about Blurb Books:
―I have 2 books: Book 1 was a wedding album with 40 pages, I picked premium lustre paper, and I
picked their largest format. The first copy of the book was printed in Calgary and the second was
printed in California. I can see no difference between the two. I had no control over where it was
printed. The US copy took 1 day longer to deliver. The cost was $62.
I also printed a small 36 page book. I had already prepared a ProShow movie on one aspect of my
vacation and since all the images had been PS for the show, I decided to print my first book. My first
copy was printed on regular (basic) paper, and it didn't sparkle. I upgraded to lustre paper for the
second order and it's great. Canadian delivery was 2 days by regular courier and 3 days by UPS in the
States. Cost $32.
I will continue to use Blurb, I am satisfied. I liked their online gallery where you can preview other
peoples' books. I spent a lot of time looking at wedding albums since this was my first attempt. I used
their tech support service (email contact) and the response was 12 hours and very precise to my
problem.‖
Kodak Canada’s Gallery is another service, however I cannot recall who recommended it. It‘s
offerings are extensive — 11 book styles with prices as low as $6.99 for a 10-page mini book that
measures 5×7 inches. For $0.29 extra per page, you can make the book as thick as 104 pages. At the
high end are large (12×14 inch) hardcover books. A book with the minimum 20 pages costs $69.99. A
certain amount of customization is possible. Depending on the type of book you order you can specify
the colour of the cover, what image or images you want on the cover. The interior pages are template
driven, but again, with some designs you can create your own layouts, or mix images with text. Kodak
has partnered with Future Shop and Best Buy to offer a local pickup for your book order. Now, that
appeals to me!
Hilarie had good and not-so-positive experiences with 2 book providers as she writes the following:
PhotoInPress (http://www.photoinpress.ca): I used this company once. A friend had it recommended
by a professional photographer who uses it all the time. I found their turnaround to be very swift, only
4 days, and being Canadian based, the postage was low by comparison to the US companies, However,
I was not as pleased with the software versatility, it was very limited. The colour reproduction was not
very vibrant. I only had two small books made.
My Publisher (http://www.mypublisher.com): I have used this Free Software twice and was very
pleased with the colour reproduction the first time around. Recently I had the book reprinted, but the
pages were not quite the same layout as the original versions. Some of the centered photos were no
longer centered; perhaps software upgrades have caused this since the book was originally made.
In general, price discounts that roll around are worth waiting for. I find shipping costs (and HST) to be
quite expensive. The best things are the news updates they keep sending about the progress of your
book, and the ability to let friends view it online.
Kay Woollam provided the following references: ―For Weddings I use Asukabook. They take about
two to three weeks for delivery. For more casual photography I use blurphotobooks. They take 5 days
with their regular service‖
There are many other sources that deliver to Canada. I‘ve been told that some are affiliated with local
retail outlets such as Black‘s. Your favourite photo sharing websites – Picasa and Flickr – also manages
printed output.
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I suspect that all of you have either tried one (or more) or will do so over the next year. I suggest,
based on limited research, that you find a source with which you are comfortable with the ease of book
organization, the delivery, the quality and the price. Here are a few other websites to think about:
TopTenRevie is a website that has already done some evaluation of services: http://photo-bookreview.toptenreviews.com/
Don‘t like these choices? Try: http://www.brighthub.com/multimedia/photography/reviews/810.aspx
Another book provider that no one has mentioned to me – might be perfect for you, however.
http://www.myeasyalbum.com/
I‘m still looking – that‘s why I did this research. If you have more to contribute, why not make a future
contribution to KLIK.
Happy Publishing!

SHARE POINT
Bob Mongrain has found some very good free software:
1) GIMP, a free alternative to Photoshop elements. GIMP is an acronym for GNU Image Manipulation
Program and the free program can do tasks such as photo retouching, image composition and image
authoring. It can also be used as a simple paint program, an expert quality photo retouching program,
an online batch processing system, a mass production image renderer, an image format converter, etc.
Free downloads available from: http://www.gimp.org/
2) Picturenaut is a free HDR software and compares favourably with HDR Pro of CS5.
Free downloads from: http://www.hdrlabs.com/picturenaut/index.html

MARKET PLACE
FOR SALE – Canon G10 with accessories
Juri Vosu is replacing his Canon G10 with a Nikon P7000 and is selling the G10 for $300. It is "Near
New" with no visible signs of wear or use on the camera with less than 600 shutter activations.
Sale includes original box, manuals and packaging, battery, battery charger, straps, and connectors.
Juri can be reached via e-mail at juri.vosu@rogers.com or by phone at 905-279-9549.
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KLIK SUBMISSIONS
KLIK welcomes feedback, comments and suggestions; articles; tips, tricks and techniques; interesting
web sites; images with comments. All submissions are usually published in the first available issue.
Please send your submissions to:
KLIK@MCCdigital.ca.

THE MISSISSAUGA CAMERA CLUB
Meetings:
Cawthra Seniors‘ Community Centre,
1389 Cawthra Road, Mississauga
E-Mail: info@mississaugacameraclub.ca
Web: http://www.mississaugacameraclub.ca

